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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE #12 (SO12)
(Conflict Reduced in Mindanao and Other Areas Vulnerable to Violence)

ZAMBOANGA CITY —Seaweerd provhucsrs, traders,
WMmmmm as Tepesontatives
of coneerned government, agencies will discuss ways
to inerease the Philippines” global market share while

-alsa improving quality of seaweed during the éth

Mindanao Seaweed Congress to be held on Sept. 8
and 9.

Sustainable production of quality seawesd; updates
on mternational market opportunities; value chain
development fior seawead; and product applications for
carrageenan will highlight the techmical sessions,

Carrageenan, abyproduct of seaweed, is used as
fat replacer, thickener, emulsion, stabilizer, ealorie-
controdling dietary substance and gelling agent in the
fod, pharmaceutical and eosmetic indusgtries, Itisthe

driving force for growth of the seaweed industry, The

chief export markets are the United States, France,

Netheriands, Korea, China and Hong Kong
Global demand for carrageanan is projected to
Erow atan annal vate of 4 o 6 pereent in volume

“and 540 T percent in value, secording to Industrial

Markst Research Infemational, an independers sigency
mmbumtheghhd hydrosolioid (food sector)

Wiestern Mindanus, especially the islaind provinces
of Basian, S and Tiwi Tt in the Autoriornous Resgion

in Muslim Mindunas, sccounts far 60 percent of the

country's production of seswped.
Mindanac farmers hisve been adopting strategies to
inniprose: quadity snd mrake the Philippines the prefrred

Seaweed producers eye hike in globaf mart share

sedwead sapplier in the world market, But intreased
produetion through the expansion and pratection of
suitable growing aress complementied hy willingness of
Erawers tolearn new technologies are kevs to the
future of the industry.

The bith Mindanao Seawesd Congrass is being
onganized by the Western Mindana Saaweed [idustry
Pevelopment Foundation incoardination with the:
Seaweed Infer-Agency Task Foree and supported by
LSAID's Growth with Equity In Mindamao Program,

‘Eamboanga City Governmant, tlobs Telecom,

Department of Agriculture, Hnrt_-,uu u!'l-‘i:"hr:rich un(E
Aqpaatie Resmmees, Quedanand Bural redit Guiranbs:
Corporatian, and the Philipping Ooinoll for J\quauo
il Murine Research and Dewilopment

(Source: The Daily Tribune, 9/06/05, page 10)




